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Conference organisers

Paul Birch (SCRI), Stephen Whisson (SCRI), and Pieter van West (Univ. of Aberdeen)

Outline of Programme

Monday 19th September 

12.30 – 14.00   Arrival and Registration 

14.00 – 14.10   Welcome and Introduction

14.10 – 16.10  PLENARY SESSION  I (chair: John Jones (Scottish Crop Research Institute))
(20 minutes each)
Eleanor M Gilroy, Eduard Venter, Ingo Hein, Katarina Hrubikova, Maria Holeva, Gary J Loake, Christophe Lacomme and Paul Birch (SCRI)
Programmed Cell Death in the Plant Hypersensitive Response Involves a Cysteine Protease Cathepsin B
Robert W. Jackson, Shazia Aslam, Marc R. Knight and Richard M. Cooper


(University of Bath, University of Oxford)

Bacterial extracellular polysaccharides modulate plant physiological responses to bacterial and elicitor challenge.

Claire Walker, Maico Köppe, Anna Avrova, Laura Grenville-Briggs, Paul Birch, Stephen Whisson, and Pieter van West (University of Aberdeen, SCRI)
A DEAD-box RNA-helicase is required for normal zoospore development in the potato late blight pathogen Phytophthora infestans
Claire Veneault-Fourrey and Nicholas J. Talbot. (University of Exeter) 


Mitotic control and autophagic-programmed cell death are required for appressorium-mediated penetration in Magnaporthe grisea.
Thomas D.J.I., Sergeant, M. Costa A., Bailey A, Foster G, Challen M.P. & Mills P.R.

(Warwick HRI, University of Bristol)

Characterisation of Agaricus bisporus response genes to Verticillium fungicola infection
Tim Miller, Derek Stewart and Vivian Blok (SCRI) 


Plant-nematode interactions; a metabolic perspective
Break 16.10 – 16.30 

16.30 – 18.30   PLENARY SESSION  II (chair Peter Bittner-Eddy (Warwick HRI))

(20 minutes each)
Mary Illes and Sarah Gurr (University of Oxford)


Role of Nitric Oxide and Nitric Oxide Synthases in Phytopathogenic Fungi
Lydia Castelli, Craig Simpson, John Brown, Christoph Lacomme, Sue Black and John Jones. (SCRI)

The use of anti-nematode and anti-feeding site factors to obtain resistance against the potato cyst nematodes.

Mary Coates, Jim Beynon, Peter Bittner-Eddy (Warwick HRI)

Pathogenicity Factors in Hyaloperonospora parasitica
Costa A, Thomas DJI, Sergeant, M, Bailey A, Foster G, Challen MP & Mills PR 


(Warwick-HRI, University of Bristol)

Characterisation of Agaricus bisporus response genes to Verticillium fungicola infection by RNAi silencing.
Richard A. Wilson and Nicholas J. Talbot. (University of Exeter) 

The trehalose 6 phosphate synthase gene of Magnaporthe grisea plays an integrative role in carbon and nitrogen metabolism.

Dagmar Hann and John Rathjen (Sainsbury Laboratory)

Effector proteins and their role in bacterial pathogenicity on plants
Dinner 18.30 

Tuesday 20th September

9.00 – 10.40 PLENARY SESSION  III (chair: Ane Sesma (John Innes Centre))

(20 minutes each)
Julia Meitz, Laura Rose, Rebecca Allen, Peter Bittner-Eddy, Jim Beynon. 

(Warwick HRI, University of Munich)

Molecular Variation of Downy Mildew Pathogenicity Factors

June Petty, Sue Francis-McIntyre, Zhikang Yin, Andrew Hayes, Mike Cornell, Michael Wilson, Darren Soanes, Alistair Brown, Phil Cash, Simon J Gaskell, Nicholas J Talbot, Andrew Brass, Norman Paton, Stephen G Oliver.

COGEME- Consortium for the Functional Genomics of Microbial Eukaryotes: Facilities For The Functional Analysis of Microbial Genomes.
Mucyn, Tatiana, and Rathjen, John. (The Sainsbury Laboratory) 

The role of Prf in signal transduction by tomato Pto

C. W. Rogers, S. Muthumeenakshi, S. Sreenivasaprasad, M.P. Challen, J.M. Whipps (Warwick HRI)


Molecular analysis of pathogenicity in the mycoparasite Coniothyrium minitans
Hui Liu, Sonia Humphris, Peter Hedley, Leighton Pritchard, Lizbeth Hyman, Paul Birch, Ian Toth (SCRI)

Post-genomic analyses of Erwinia carotovora virulence responses both in vitro and in planta 

Break 10.40- 11.00

11.00 – 12.30  CONCURRENT SESSION  A (chair: Gail Preston (University of Oxford)
10 minutes each

Ulrike D. Schumann, Pieter van West, Ian R. Booth (University of Aberdeen)


The mechanosensitive channel MscL in Phytophthora infestans. 

Michael Ravensdale, Ian Toth, Paul Birch (SCRI)

Phytotoxins and suppression of resistance: new mechanisms of disease induction in the plant pathogen Erwinia carotova subsp. atroseptica.
Neil Horner, Pieter van West (University of Aberdeen) 

Investigation of a  Phytophthora infestans gene family with homology to a sea slug pheromone.

Peter Burlinson, Joanna Knaggs, Jonathan Hodgkin, Catherine Pears, and Gail Preston
(University of Oxford) 

Interactions of Pseudomonads with mushrooms and other eukaryotic hosts

Juan Morales, Anna Avrova, Steve Whisson, Paul Birch (SCRI)


Mechanisms of virulence and avirulence in the biotrophic interaction between potato and the late blight pathogen
Robert Rees, Julie Flood, Richard M. Cooper (University of Bath) 

Ganoderma basal stem rot (BSR) of oil palm (Elaeis guineensis): molecular characterisation to reveal the mode of infection.
Andrew Howden and Gail Preston (University of Oxford)  


Plant-induced nitrilase activity in Pseudomonas fluorescens SBW25
Christelle Robert, Pritchard, Leighton, and Wright, Frank. (SCRI)

Evaluation of the HMMer package for the prediction of bacterial transcription factor binding sites.

Laura Baxter, Leighton Pritchard, Miles Armstrong, Steve Whisson, Paul Birch, Anne Rehmany and Jim Beynon. (Warwick HRI and SCRI).

Comparative genomics of oomycete pathogenicity regions.

11.00 – 12.30  CONCURRENT SESSION B (chair: Jason Rudd (Rothamsted research))
10 minutes each

Madeleine Smith, Elaine Ward, John Walsh and M. J. Adams (Rothamsted Research)

Occurrence and significance of the temperate ribotypes of Polymyxa graminis
Susanna Atwell, Eric Holub and Murray Grant (Imperial College and Warwick HRI)

Natural variation for defense responses in UK Arabidopsis accessions
Andy Bridgewater, Gary Foster, Neil Boonham and Nicola Spence (University of Bristol, Central Science Laboratory)
Investigating genes involved in symptom induction and the use of cross protection for the control of Pepino mosaic virus in tomato.

Claire Knight, Andy Bailey and Gary Foster (University of Bristol) 

An Agrobacterium-mediated transformation system for Verticillium spp. and implications for natural gene flow. 

Katalin Kovacs, Doru Pamfil and Rupert G.Fray (University of Nottingham)

AHLs and carbapenem antibiotic production in Erwinia carotovora ssp. carotovora in liquid culture and during tuber infection.

Truman Bill and Murray Grant (Imperial college)


Establishment of systemic immunity in Arabidopsis
Dvir Taler, Marjana Galperin, Ido Benjamin, David Kenigsbuch, and Yigal Cohen (Israel).


Plant Genes Encoding for Photorespiratory Enzymes Confer Resistance Against Disease

Arantza Rico, David Studholme and Gail Preston. (University of Oxford, Sainsbury Laboratory) Physiological adaptation of Pseudomonas syringae to life in the apoplast
J Dodgson, A Hall, and S Parker (Uniiversity of Hertfordshire, Central Science Laboratory) 

Application of RT-PCR for quantification of strawberry powdery mildew (Podosphaera aphanis) levels associated with early symptoms
12.30 – 13.30
LUNCH

13.30 – 16.20   FREE SESSION  
16.20 – 17:40 PLENARY SESSION IV (chair: Laura Grenville-Briggs (Univ Aberdeen))
(20 minutes each)

Adam Brandon, Stephan Heeb, Rupert Fray, Paul Williams, and Miguel Cámara 


(University of Nottingham)

MvaS, a member of the MvaT regulator protein family is essential for the virulence of Pseudomonas syringae.

Heneghan, M.N, Burns, C., Burton, K., Challen, M.P., Bailey, A. & Foster, G.D.


(University of Bristol, Warwick HRI) 

Molecular Toolkit Development: Gene Expression and Gene Silencing Technologies in Basidiomycetes.
Sally Gilbert (Rothamsted Reseach)

Exploring appressorial formation in powdery mildews of cereals
Thomas Baldwin, Rainer Winnenburg, Jacob Koehler, Martin Urban, and Kim E. Hammond-Kosack (Rothamsted Research)
Bioinformatic and Molecular Genetic Tools for Identifying Genes Involved in the Pathogenicity of Fusarium graminearum on Wheat Ears

10 minute break
17:50-18:15 Michael Csukai Syngenta 


Crop protection research in Syngenta: a mode of action focus
18.15 – 19.00 Nick Talbot  (title to be announced)

19.00 Wine reception then Banquet 19.30 onwards –

Wednesday 21st September
9.00 – 10.40 PLENARY SESSION V (chair: Chris Thornton (University of Exeter))
(20 minutes each)

Hélène Lacroix, James Whiteford and Pietro Spanu (Imperial College London)


Characterising the functions of six hydrophobins in C. fulvum. 

Alison M. Ashby (University of Cambridge) 


Ontological approaches to Plant Pathology: ‘Old Problems – New Insights’

Lucy Moleleki, Paul Birch and Ian Toth (SCRI)


The role of Erwinia carotovora atroseptica type III secreted effector proteins in manipulation of host plant defenses
Nelly Diaz, Rachel Melton and Anne Osbourn. (John Innes Centre)

Sequential processing of steroidal molecules in plant-fungus interactions
Ben Kemp, Volkan Çevik, Alison Woods-Tör, Emily Clewes, Chengguo Shen, Kubilay Bastas, Eric Holub and Mahmut Tör (Warwick HRI)

Highways and pathways of a receptor-like R gene from A. thaliana.

Break 10.40- 11.10

11.10 – 12.30  PLENARY SESSION VI (chair: Pietro Spanu (Imperial College London))
20 minutes each

Elizabeth Pirie, Yong-ju Huang, Bruce Fitt (Rothamsted Research)

Visualising infection in the Leptosphaeria maculans – Brassica napus pathosystem using green fluorescent protein (GFP)

Rebecca Wyand, Hannah Slatter and James Brown (John Innes Centre) 


Costs of resistance to strobilurin fungicides

Lisa Gow, Neil Boonham, Ian Barker and Gary D. Foster 


(University of Bristol, Central Science Laboratory) 


Investigating Genes Involved in Symptom Induction for Potato Virus Y strain NTN.
Eliana Maffettone, Adriana Soares, Mike Challen and Peter Mills 


(Warwick-HRI, Cranfield University) 


The endornavirus AbEV1: a dsRNA element, associated with MVX disease of Agaricus bisporus
LUNCH  12.30 – 13.30
13.30 – 14.30 PLENARY SESSION VII (chair: Ian Toth (Scottish Crop Research Institute))
20 minutes each 

J. Danial, G.S. Saddler and P. van de Graaf (Scottish Agricultural Science Agency) 

The use of Multi-Locus Sequence Typing (MLST) to study genetic variation within Ralstonia solanacearum
Marion Atkinson, and James Brown (John Innes Centre)

Fitness costs of virulence and triazole fungicide resistance in barley powdery mildew (Blumeria graminis)

Risha M. Patel, Michael Pearson, Jan van Kan, Andy Bailey, Gary D. Foster 

(University of Bristol, University of Auckland, NZ, Wageningen University NL)

SOD OFF! Or make some sense!

Depart 

Notes to Speakers

1. All MS powerpoint talks should be brought to the conference on a CD and loaded onto the conference computer by at latest  the end of the previous session 

2. Plenary session speakers have 15 mins to deliver their presentation and up to 5 minute for questions and answers.  

3. Concurrent session speakers have 8 mins to deliver their presentation and up to 2 mins for question and answers 

4. An overhead projector is also available in each room.
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